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British Council to take part in a Baltic-wide drive to save the Baltic Sea

In the framework of its regional Challenge Europe project, British Council in Finland has made a commitment to focus its efforts to improving the state of the Baltic Sea, one of the most threatened marine resources in the world. 

The commitment is made in connection with the Baltic Sea Action Summit organized on February 10th 2010 by the Baltic Sea Action Group together with Finnish President Tarja Halonen and Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen. The summit will gather the heads of state from all of the countries in the Baltic Sea catchment area as well as representatives of the business community and civil society. All participants make their own concrete commitment to action.

Baltic Sea matters to the Finns 

Studies have shown that the pollution of the Baltic Sea and climate change are the top environmental concerns for Finns. By focusing on the effects of climate change on one of the dearest natural resources for Finns, British Council Finland hopes to motivate people to take concrete steps towards combating climate change, which is the overall goal of the Challenge Europe project. Challenge Europe project was launched in 2008 and has activity in 14 European countries.
During the recent years there have been several large-scale studies about the effects of climate change on the Baltic Sea. These include rising water temperatures, increased precipitation and freshwater inflow leading to decreased salinity and intensified eutrophication, reduced ice cover threatening some indigenous animal populations, and sea level rise. Researchers are also emphasizing that in order to improve the condition of the Baltic Sea, it is not enough to address stress factors such as wastewater treatment or fertilizer use – a wider focus on mitigating the effects of climate change is needed.

Baltic Sea Climate Advocates to be recruited in March

The Challenge Europe project will work through a group of enthusiastic and innovative people, our Climate Advocates, who will be recruited this year based on an interest and commitment to Baltic Sea and climate issues. The Climate Advocates develop their concrete project ideas supported by a capacity building programme organized by the British Council in co-operation with local partners such as the Baltic Sea Action Group and supported by the international network of Climate Advocates.

In line with the British Council’s role as a promoter of cultural relations, the project will harness the power of arts and cultural exchange to make the message more effective. Multidisciplinary teams of climate advocates will approach the issue from various points of view, resulting in innovative solutions and ideas combining grassroots environmental protection initiatives, cultural exchange and environmental arts.
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Baltic Sea Action Group.
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The British Council is the UK's international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations. We build engagement and trust for the UK through the exchange of knowledge and ideas between people worldwide.
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