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PRESS RELEASE 10.2.2010

John Nurminen Foundation´s Clean Baltic Sea Project commits to continue its
CONCRETE ACTS FOR REDUCING EUTROPHICATION AND RISK OF OIL CATASTROPHES IN THE BALTIC SEA
John Nurminen Foundation has made a commitment in the Baltic Sea Action Summit (BSAS), which takes place on February 10th 2010 in Helsinki. The commitment is called Concrete Acts for Reducing Eutrophication and Risk of Oil Catastrophes in the Baltic Sea. In addition, four Finnish companies have made their own BSAS commitments to support the Foundation´s new Tanker Safety project.

Since 2004, the John Nurminen Foundation has two lines of operation: exhibitions and content production highlighting maritime history; and the Clean Baltic Sea projects focusing on improving the condition of the marine environment. The Clean Baltic Sea projects are selected on the basis of achieving the largest possible environmental effect, cost-efficiency and concrete, measurable environmental impact - ideology borrowed from the business world. 

The Clean Baltic Sea projects have two areas of operation: 1) Projects related to the Eutrophication of the Baltic Sea and 2) The project related to Tanker Safety in the Gulf of Finland.


EUTROPHICATION PROJECTS

The overall objective of the John Nurminen Foundation’s eutrophication projects is to significantly reduce eutrophication of the Baltic Sea, especially blue-green algae.  As phosphorus is the key nutrient for blue-green algae, the Foundation’s aim is to reduce 2 500 phosphorus tons annually by intensifying phosphorus removal from urban wastewaters in the entire catchment area of the Baltic Sea. 

First Clean Baltic Sea project was launched in St. Petersburg in 2005 in co-operation with the Waterworks of St. Petersburg, Vodokanal and Finnish Ministry of the Environment. In St. Petersburg, a load reduction of 1 000 tons of phosphorus per year will be attained at the end of 2010.  In terms of its environmental impact, the project is one of the most significant water protection projects ever in the Baltic Sea area. Currently, the Foundation is intensifying phosphorus removal from urban wastewaters not only in St. Petersburg, but also throughout the catchment area in Northwest Russia, Belarus, the Baltic countries and Poland.

The Foundation´s BSAS commitment also includes the newest projects in Gatchina and Warsaw. In Gatchina, an annual reduction of 60 phosphorus tons will be achieved. The Foundation supports the technical design of enhanced phosphorus removal and equipment acquisition in this town of 83 000 inhabitants near St. Petersburg.  In Warsaw, the Foundation and the Waterworks of Warsaw (MPWiK) will jointly assess the technical means to enhance phosphorus removal of the largest wastewater treatment plant, Czajka, after its reconstruction.
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THE TANKER SAFETY

The greatest threat to the Baltic Sea is a large-scale oil catastrophe. The Gulf of Finland is one of the sea areas with the world’s densest vessel traffic. In the worst-case scenario, an oil disaster taking place in the Gulf of Finland would destroy the sea and sea shores for decades.

In maritime traffic the vessels make their route plans independently, but the fact that the route plans only remain known to the bridge poses a challenge. The aim of the Foundation´s Tanker Safety project is to significantly reduce the risk of a large-scale oil catastrophe in the Gulf of Finland. In order to achieve this aim, the Foundation is working together with key actors in seafaring to create a new navigation service, called ENSI (Enhanced Navigation Support Information) that enables proactive support of vessel traffic. In addition, the Tanker Safety project aims to renew navigation methods and to make the operation on the bridge easier in the future.

According to experts, the adoption of the ENSI service will significantly increase vessel traffic safety in the Gulf of Finland. The systems currently in use do not provide sufficient information on the vessel’s movements to the GOFREP (Gulf of Finland Reporting) to enable proactive vessel traffic support. An accident-preventing service is essential for the protection of the environment. In addition, the service enables oil tankers to optimize their schedules, and thereby shorten waiting times at ports, which creates savings. 

The Tanker Safety project is a unique example of a concrete project that realizes the interests of the public and the private sector as well as those of the service users. 

FOUNDATION´S SUPPORTERS IN BSAS
The following partners of John Nurminen Foundation have also made a commitment in the Baltic Sea Action Summit to support Foundation´s new Tanker Safety project: Capgemini Consulting Oy, Furuno Finland Oy, Sanoma Oyj and Twinspark Consulting Oy.

For further information, please contact:
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