Ilkka Herlin’s speech at BSAS 10.2.2010
I have fought for the Baltic Sea over 20 years. So trust me: I have no illusions of this being an easy task. 

I know that we need everyone's input to save the Baltic Sea. Today the Baltic Sea rescue mission has reached a new level. For success, the highest political will, the knowhow and resources of companies and other actors are needed. That means all of us who are here today.

To keep up the speed needed - also after today - we need to catalyze even futher reaching actions. This is what the Baltic Sea Action Group will do. Our own commitment is plain: we will keep on working until the sea is clean. 

A huge variety of our new actions relate to the commitments, which were gathered to speed up the strategic projects. Strategic for the Baltic Sea - and sustainable solutions in bigger scale as well.

For example: in the near future we simply can't afford wasting precious nutrients to the sea. we are running out of phosphate rock reserves. And phosphorus is as critical to mankind as the oxygen in the air. When saving the sea, we can at the same time come up and test solutions in a small scale to other large scale global problems.

To ensure you that I can walk the walk -- not only talk the talk -- I would like to tell you, that my wife and i have also made a commitment. For us saving the sea is  way of life.  We will develop our farm  not only to minimize the nutrient emissions but also to retrieve the those nutrients that have been lost from the active use.

Making sustainable decisions really makes this work interesting and same goes for all of us today: in almost every project, there is global leverage, which can be utilized by the forerunners.  

20 years ago saving of the Baltic Sea seemed almost impossible. Things have changed, and I am proud to be co-host of this summit celebrating the new way of engaging everybody with their own power and competencies. As a co-founder and chairman of the Baltic Sea Action Group foundation I'd like to thank you all for being here and working and caring for the Baltic Sea. 

