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Madam President,

Your Majesty,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Every morning I am greeted not only by my family members. When I look out of my bedroom window I am greeted by the sea, our sea, the Baltic Sea.

It seems to be located in a perfect place -    in between countries that are doing well by world standards and pride themselves in their environmental records. Still, the Baltic Sea is among the most polluted seas in the world. It is a shame.

It does not have to be this way. To be successful we need two important things: willingness to work together and commitment to practical and measurable results. 

The institutional progress over the last couple of years clearly demonstrates that we do have the required willingness of joint effort.

It has already been slightly over two years  since the Baltic Sea Action Plan was adopted by HELCOM indicating the actions required for restoring our sea. 

During the recent EU Swedish Presidency our region has been placed high on the European Union’s agenda by adoption of the European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. 

The Strategy incorporates the already existing plans, like the Baltic Sea Action Plan and opens up new opportunities to address specific needs and challenges of the region. 

Today we are here together- Heads of States and Governments, business leaders,  representatives of communities. Now is the time to take stock of our very practical commitments, of the actions we are ready to take to clean up our sea.

Therefore, I would like to tell you what are the most important commitments by Latvia.

First, I would like to stress that the priorities of the Baltic Sea Action Plan have already been included into Latvia’s Environmental Policy Guidelines.

Second, Latvia is seriously concerned about eutrophication of the Baltic Sea. This challenge cannot be solved in the sea alone. Therefore we have already passed regulations aimed at substitution of polyphosphates in detergents. As from June 1, 2010 all washing powders and liquids with over 0.5% level of phosphates will be banned from the Latvian market.

Third, we have elaborated river basin management plans to make sure that our surface waters are not contributing to eutrophication of the Baltic Sea. 

Fourth, we are strongly committed to increase cross-sectoral cooperation and coordination both nationally and regionally. Effective cooperation with our neighboring countries in river basin management is of key importance.

Fifth, we cannot overrate the importance of cooperation in research of marine environment. This is where our scientific activities in the EU BONUS program fit in.

These are the most current commitments that Latvia as a state has made. More commitments are made by the Latvian private sector. Starting from projects to fight eutrophication to efforts of raising public awareness. Therefore I am grateful to the representatives of the Latvian business community that have contributed.

Ladies and gentlemen, 


I am certain that the commitments that we will have pledged today- governmental, municipal, private, and scientific  - will lead to a substantially improved state of our sea.

I am certain that it is in our power to be proud, not to be ashamed, before our children.

I am certain that already in our generation we will be able to live by one of the cleanest seas in the world.

Thank you.
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