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SPEECH BY MAYOR JUSSI PAJUNEN, CITY OF HELSINKI

BALTIC SEA ACTION SUMMIT 10.2.2010 
Distinguished Heads of State, Prime Ministers, 

Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,
It is an exceptional honour for Helsinki to serve as host city for the Baltic Sea Action Summit. I am therefore extremely proud to see so many distinguished delegates here at the Finlandia Hall. We are all united by a common cause; an ambition to improve the state of the Baltic Sea. The great number of participants infuses us with hope for deliverance, as all Summit invitees have made their own commitment to contribute to its recovery. Somehow I feel that today’s top level participation could be compared to the expectations towards the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe held in this very same building some twenty-five years ago.

As a representative of the grass root level, I wish to highlight the importance to make the local authorities part of the rescue mission at hand. As a matter of fact, I consider it to be our obligation towards the citizens. As Helsinki is growing over the next decades mostly in waterfront areas, we have a special duty to take responsibility for the state of the living environment of future residents. Many of the major cities in the region have their roots deep in the sea, which still today is a source of prosperity and wellbeing; it connects our businesses to the global markets and serves as a recreational element for residents and visitors. 

The operation to protect and save the Baltic Sea can be compared to the fight against the climate change. It is fundamentally about finding local answers to a problem that touches a much larger community. This is a great challenge to local authorities as the principal providers of welfare services and designers of the societal structure. 

We have not remained idle regarding the efforts to improve the state of the Baltic Sea. In 2007, the cities of Helsinki and Turku launched together a Challenge Campaign. A number of commitments were made to reduce our own loading. We also challenged other actors to join the work. The initiative has been well received. To this date approximately 165 organizations have joined us.  We are now in the process of extending it to the entire Baltic Sea Region. 
So far, key actors in the city administration have been besides the Environment Centre with responsibility for overall co-ordination, our municipal water utility with a long tradition of close co-operation with its sister company Vodokanal in St Petersburg. The ports in the region play a central role, too, because the Baltic Sea is a popular cruise destination. According to international regulations, cruise ships can discharge their waste water in the open sea. In order to prevent this, the Port of Helsinki has built receiving facilities for waste water to be discharged into the city sewer system without a separate charge. We want to encourage this service in all harbours around the Baltic Sea.
Today I am pleased to announce a new commitment from the City of Helsinki in accordance with the Summit requirements.  It relates both to environmental protection and our obligations to the fight against the climate change. Helsinki Energy is one of the largest energy companies in Finland and a part of the City organization. It supplies electric energy to about 400,000 customers and covers more than 90 percent of the heating demand of Helsinki with district heat. According to recently adopted climate policy lines, the share of renewable energy sources must be increased and greenhouse gas emissions decreased. 

Helsinki Energy has a lot of experience in using gas as a fuel, and biogas will be one interesting alternative in future plans to reduce the city's emissions. In the Leningrad Oblast area, the amount of waste that is produced in the animal farms and large chicken farms equals to the amount of a large metropolitan area. The potential production capacity of biogas will be approximately 3 - 5 Terawatt hours annually.  The produced biogas would be converted to synthese gas and conducted through a gas pipeline to Helsinki to replace fossil fuels. 
Helsinki Energy can support the launch of the project by providing technical assistance in concept planning. Once in operation, it would minimize the diffuse nutrient loading to the Eastern Gulf of Finland from agriculture and animal farming. Close co-operation with local farms and poultry plants is a prerequisite for success, as well as locating financiers for the technology investments. The next steps depend on the results of a feasibility study.
To sum up, new innovative partnership models must be developed in response to the urgent need to address the state of the Baltic Sea. This Summit is a step in the right direction to save it for future generations. 

Finally, I want to express my sincerest thanks to the summit delegates and the Baltic Sea Action Group including all the partner organizations for making today possible. I would also like to use this opportunity to welcome everyone to the reception hosted by the City of Helsinki in the Delegate Lounge Area following the afternoon plenary session. Thank you for your attention.
