Yara/ Mr. Haslestad Speech at BSAS 10.2.2010
Your majesty. Ministers, ladies & gentlemen, fellow business leaders,  

This summit is truly something for my taste. The one keyword for the whole conference is ACTION  

You ask from the participants - no let me rephrase that – You DEMAND from us  to commit to concrete plans in stead of just empty words and I applaud you for it.  

I also want to congratulate the European Union,  And the previous Swedish presidency, for their leadership in starting to implement the first strategy  for the Baltic  

In Yara we often use the word SOLUTION 

We believe that through innovation and knowledge  there is ALWAYS a solution to be found for the challenges we are facing  

For instance it was mineral fertilizer  that became the innovative solution a little more than hundred years ago when Europe was facing widespread hunger and poverty 

And it was innovative thinking that at the start of THIS decade enabled us to develop our cleaning technology  which reduces the emissions of N2O from our nitric acid plants  by 70-90 percent  

But I am not here to talk about the past,  but rather our commitment for the future  and a CLEANER Baltic Sea 

As you all know a major environmental problem is leakage from farmland  into the sea 

It is important to remember that phosphorus is an essential nutrient to keep the soil fertile and enable farmers to have productive fields 

However, we have seen that phosphorus has been transported to the sea through water run off  and this causes so called eutrophication 

A few years ago we therefore initiated a research project we call TRAP 

It looks at how we can KEEP the phosphorus in the field and significantly reduce the leakage. 

And we have developed,  together with our partners, a solution where gypsum is spread in the field which then improves the soil structure. 

This in turn means the soil can resist for instance rain and melting snow, and therefore prevents erosion and leakage 

This project is still ongoing, But the results are very promising. Our commitment for the Baltic Sea is to use this method  and treat 100 hectares of farm fields in the vulnerable coastal area in south-west Finland 

We truly believe this can be the solution for a major environmental problem  and at the same time it will NOT reduce the productivity for the farmers 

Together with what we call precision farming – meaning optimal use of fertilizer based on advanced technology – the agricultural sector is able to optimize yields  and reduce negative environmental impact . I would also like to very briefly touch upon the problem of NOx emissions which causes local pollution such as smog. In Yara we have developed high quality urea and ammonia solutions that turns NOx into harmless water vapor and nitrogen 
We are now the leading European supplier in this area and in fact our environmental solutions  is our fastest growing business segment   

So, to conclude: Although the challenges ahead are great. I remain optimistic. For innovative solutions exist, and we certainly are committed to ACT and thereby contribute to a cleaner Baltic Sea  
Thank you for your attention! 
