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Your Majesty,  Distinguished Heads of State,  Prime Ministers,  Excellencies,  Ladies and Gentlemen
Let me start by thanking you all for being here today and participating in this Baltic Sea Action Summit.
I underline the word action. Today’s summit and the process leading to it have proved what we can achieve if we have a common goal – saving the Baltic Sea - and we join our forces. Therefore, I am glad to see such a wide participation and a great number of commitments made today. The commitments are the first step but the real work starts tomorrow when we begin implementing them. And of course, this work should continue over elections and notwithstanding political constellations.
There are already a lot of valuable work and ongoing, long-term projects to improve the environmental state of the Baltic Sea and to enhance maritime safety. As an example, I mention the cooperation between Finland, Russia and Estonia to set up the Gulf of Finland Reporting System which has significantly improved maritime safety and reduced the risk of accidents. The quality of the sea in this area has also clearly improved with the waste-water treatment in St Petersburg. These are encouraging examples of cooperation and results.
I also welcome the role of the European Commission in the development and implementation of the EU’s Baltic Sea Strategy.
International cooperation is needed in order to get real results. Finland values highly the role and the work of the Helsinki Commission and underlines the importance of the national programmes for the implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. We need to do more in order to achieve the objectives and fulfil the recommendations.  Today we also send an important signal and give input to the HELCOM ministerial meeting under Russian chairmanship later this spring.
In addition to the concrete commitments, another special feature about today’s event is the format, how we have gathered all the stakeholders together. We have the highest level of state and government participation, we have municipalities and cities, we have companies and international, regional and non-governmental organisations. This is a model of public-private partnership that can be exported to other regions.
The protection of the Baltic Sea can be a win-win situation for both the environment and companies. The environmental values can and should become important assets enhancing the competitiveness of companies that adopt these values as part of their business conduct.
Finland has worked for a long time and with great determination to protect and improve the state of the Baltic Sea. The latest effort in this regard was the Government White Book last summer on Baltic Sea policy, containing over 70 concrete actions.
Today, the Finnish Government commits itself to improve the state of the Archipelago Sea by 2020, that is, in a more ambitious timetable than in the current plans and programmes. Finland also aims at becoming a model region in the recycling of nutrients.
The Archipelago Sea is a very vulnerable sea area, with heavy pollution coming from multiple sources. This is also Finland’s last remaining HELCOM hot-spot. The commitment has been built on previous government objectives and programmes. With our commitment we involve all the stakeholders in the Archipelago Sea area.
Your Majesty,  Distinguished Heads of State,  Prime Ministers,  Excellencies,  Ladies and Gentlemen
This day is not about great words and statements. This is about concrete actions. Today we have taken the problem – the alarming state of the sea – and looked at solutions and actions that can change it. The strong commitment and political will is the first and necessary step, but it is action that makes the real difference in the Baltic Sea. Therefore, I repeat that the most important day is tomorrow when we start implementing our commitments.
Thank you.
