	Remarks by Mr. Andrus Ansip, Prime Minister of the Republic of Estonia at the Baltic Sea Action Summit Helsinki, 10 February 2010
10.02.2010

Your Majesty, 
Distinguished State Leaders, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentleman 

I am pleased to address the distinguished audience here on the northern coast of the Gulf of Finland. Let me also thank our Finnish hosts for organizing this most useful and topical summit. 

In Estonia, the Baltic Sea is referred to as ‘Läänemeri’ – the ‘sea to the West’. In Finland, the same sea is called ‘Itämeri’ - the ‘sea to the East’, which is also the translation in the Swedish, Danish, Norwegian, Icelandic and German languages. Although the Baltic Sea is geographically located to the west of both Estonia and Finland, these names reflect the historical changes around its coasts. 

Since the rule of the Vikings, our Mare Nostrum has constantly been used as an arena for power games between different actors. At the same time the people around the sea have experienced rough times, because the sea has been the main source of living for millions. Today, about 85 million people live around the Baltic Sea, 15 million of them within 10 km of the coast. 

Mainly thanks to the enlargement of the European Union our region has gained the stability and safety it has never experienced before. Furthermore, in connection with the adoption of the EU’s Baltic Sea Strategy, we have all the aces in our hand, which gives us the opportunity to make our region the most dynamic and environmentally sustainable one in Europe. Let me also stress that these two goals do not by any means rule one another out, but rather can be seen as complementary activities. 

What connects the people and countries around the Baltic Sea today is not only well-being and prosperity, but shared responsibility. This is most clearly reflected in dealing with environmental matters, particularly the ones related to maritime environment. Our sea, any sea, cannot be divided, locked or corked up. We all have to take care of our home sea, which is extremely unique and vulnerable on the world scale as well! This is what we share for better or for worse. 

At this point let me affirm that Estonia is committed to restoring the good environmental status of the Baltic Sea. This is our highest priority, while also taking into account the fact that compared to the total territory and population, our coastline is long and the marine area large. 

We also acknowledge the need to update several standards and protection measures for the marine environment at the national level. Therefore we have decided to draft the Marine Environment Protection Act. This is Estonia’s commitment. 

In the new legislation, different uses of the marine space will be regulated in a manner that takes into account the ‘sustainable development’, ‘precautionary’ and ‘polluter pays’ principles. The whole range of marine environment usage will thereby be regulated by one law, giving us an opportunity to estimate their joint impact on the marine environment. 

The Act will also serve as a useful instrument for implementing the EU’s Marine Strategy Directive. The act, which is based on an ecosystem approach and pursuing environmental protection principles, will create better conditions for enhanced protection of the marine environment and help us to achieve good environmental status by the year 2020. 

According to a popular Estonian saying “a good child has many names”. As I noted in the beginning, the same applies to our common sea. Despite of that, we all are in the same boat. Hence I am pleased to witness that so many regional actors have heard the child crying, and will share our pledge to commit. 

Let’s act together! 
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