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Dear Mr. Chairman, 
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Belarus’ territory serves as a watershed for the Baltic and Black Sea basins. The rivers of the Black Sea basin account for about 55% of river flow and 45% fall on the Baltic basin. In fact all the Belarusian river basins are transboundary. Within the Baltic basin are the Western Dvina (Russia-Belarus-Latvia), Neman (Belarus-Lithuania-Russia) and Western Bug (Ukraine-Belarus-Poland).

By water supply Belarus is in comparatively favourable conditions.  National available natural water resources are quite sufficient to meet the Country's current needs as well as potential ones. In Belarus annual per capita water consumption is three thousand cubic meters. Fresh underground water is used for the centralized water supply of cities, townships, rural human settlements and industrial enterprises. 
The prime responsibility for water management in the Country is rested on the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection.  
On April 21st, 2003 by the President's Decree the Republic of Belarus acceded to the Helsinki UN/EEC Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes. on August 27th, 2003 the Convention entered into force.
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection is designated as a responsible authority for the implementation of the Helsinki Convention.
The Republic of Belarus concluded bilateral intergovernmental agreements with the Russian Federation (Minsk, 2002) on cooperation in the area of protection and efficient use of transboundary water bodies. Signing the Agreement has intensified activities at the level of both States. The Joint Russian-Belarusian Commission has held 4 meetings. The meetings brought to a focus issues relating to the inventory of major pollution sources, monitoring and assessment of the state of the art of transboundary water and the procedure for on-line data exchange.   
The national procedures for the signing of a trilateral agreement between Belarus, Russia and Lithuania on the protection and efficient use of the Neman basin water have been completed. The draft Agreement on the Western Dvina is being under negotiation. 
The health of ecosystems along the transboundary watercourses in the Baltic basin has been quite stable for the last few years.  
The State's water management in terms of the sustainable Administration and Basin-related principles is of prime significance for switching to sustainable development.  

The developed plan for the multiple use of water in the Neman basin could be an underlying instrument in order to put the Basin-related Principle for water management into practice. 

Within the National Environmental Monitoring System routine environmental monitoring including transboundary one is carried out in order to exercise control over the quality of river water.    
The network of observation stations to exercise control over surface water along the transboundary sections of the rivers in Belarus is established including 4 stations in the Western Dvina basin, 5 in the Neman basin and 11 in the Western Bug basin.  The List of parameters is defined as well as the inspection interval for surface water monitoring is established. 
According to the annual assessment of surface water the rivers and lakes of the Baltic basin in Belarus are defined as clean (10-12%), relatively clean (66-93%) and moderately polluted (4-40%). 
15 state standards regulating water sampling and measurement of over 80 indices for surface water have been developed on the basis of the international ISO standards. State-of-the-art techniques for defining persistent organic pollutants in water samples and bottom sediments are under launch. Special attention is given to enhancing staff's competence and mastering the up-to-date approaches of laboratory practices at the leading European analytical centres. 
In Belarus the reconstruction of treatment facilities and improvement of treatment rate in the first place from the biogene elements of discharged waste water are in urgent need. It would make it possible to improve the quality of transboundary river waters in Belarus and reduce the volume of pollutants going into the Baltic Sea. The Republic of Belarus is highly interested in developing cooperation in this area.    
I would like to take the opportunity to initiate the procedure for the ratification, adoption or approval of the Belarusian amendment to the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in your Countries, which specifies Belarus’ quantitative commitments of reducing greenhouse emissions whose entrance into force could allow our Country to contribute to the overcoming of global climate change which in its turn would have a favorable impact on the Baltic region as a whole.    
Thanks for your attention.
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