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Es gilt das gesprochene Wort!
Madam President 
(if panel is chaired by President of the Republic Halonen) or 
Prime Minister Vanhanen (if panel is chaired by PM Vanhanen),
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to convey Federal Chancellor Merkel’s best regards to you all.
Marine protection is at the top of the political agenda and of major importance to Germany as a state bordering on the Baltic Sea.
This applies equally to the relationship between the use of marine resources and the protection of the marine environment.
We have developed a number of regulations and instruments within the European Union in this area.

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive forms the backbone of these activities.
This Directive follows a new approach.
That is: We no longer look at each negative impact that the use of marine resources has on the marine ecosystem in isolation; instead, we have adopted a cross-sectoral view.
As we know, the "Helsinki Commission" has followed this approach since 2007 in its "Baltic Sea Action Plan" (BSAP).

(Baltic Sea Action Plan / BSAP)
This action plan uses specific measures to counter the effects that the main uses of marine resources have on the marine environment.

I am convinced that, in light of the many challenges, we can only reduce the degradation of the Baltic Sea through joint efforts.

This requires ongoing efforts from 
· all states bordering on the Baltic Sea, 
· all policymakers,
· the private sector and
· civil societies.
The fact that this conference has met with such lively interest gives me reason to be optimistic that we can meet the high demands.

In order to pool the efforts of all stakeholders even more effectively, we are extending our efforts to protect the Baltic Sea to include an additional aspect:

Public Private Partnerships (PPP).
This, I believe, is a very promising approach.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Joint efforts are possible only if all stakeholders share 
· the necessary understanding and 
· the necessary awareness 
for the protection of the Baltic Sea ecosystem.
I would like to thank the Helsinki Commission for having been at the forefront of this development over many years, starting with the Baltic Sea Action Programme in 1992.

(Information: The Baltic Sea Joint Comprehensive Environmental Action Programme was launched in 1992 and its aims already included raising awareness amongst all stakeholders).

Given the successes achieved and our scientific and political experiences, we can now, some 20 years later, take on more precise tasks.
However, the original objective is still valid.
One aspect of our efforts to protect the Baltic Sea is also of particular importance to me:

The integration of all coastal states on an equal footing.

This element remains very important to Germany for historical reasons as well. 
I am delighted that EU Member States and the Russian Federation are working together within the Helsinki Commission for the well-being of the Baltic Sea. 
And: Working for the well-being of the Baltic Sea also means helping all states involved to benefit.
Against this backdrop, I would like to promise you: The Federal Republic of Germany is shouldering its responsibility and continuing to resolutely implement the Baltic Sea Action Plan.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to illustrate this with the three following points:

First, Germany will meet the requirements for lowering nitrogen and phosphate inputs into the Baltic Sea.
We have taken concrete steps in the agricultural sector by implementing an area-wide nitrate action programme in our national Fertiliser Ordinance.
Due to this ordinance, our farmers are making further reductions to their nitrogen balance surpluses.
This also reduces nutrient inputs into water bodies.

However, it is not just the agricultural sector that is called upon to make its contribution.

Germany therefore supports introducing an ambitious limitation of phosphate levels in detergents and cleaning agents within the European Union.

Second: Shipping is about to undergo significant changes as a result of the economic crisis and tightened environmental requirements.
Shipping companies are being rewarded for modernising their fleets and for equipping them with environmental technologies to reduce pollutants, fuel consumption and noise.
In 2008, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) established new thresholds for sulphur and nitrogen oxides and provided for these thresholds to be continuously lowered in the period up until 2015.
People living in coastal cities and regions are the first to benefit from this, as it results in improvements in their direct environment.

In addition, we have created room for innovation in shipping.

Third: The United Nations declared 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity. 
It is therefore all the more important to me that Germany has listed 10 protected marine areas as NATURA 2000 sites, six of which are located in the Baltic Sea!

(Information: Marine protected areas now account for 30 % of the German exclusive economic zone / EEZ of the North Sea and Baltic Sea.)
Fisheries, for which I am responsible within the Federal Government, have an important role to play in this respect, too. 
Fisheries policy must in particular put an even greater focus on the principle of sustainability.

President Halonen (or)

Prime Minister Vanhanen,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The government of the Federal Republic of Germany supports the notion that the oceans, as part of humanity's common heritage, must be protected. 
Only a balanced relationship between the use and protection of the oceans can save the oceans in the long run and thus keep them commercially useful.

Thank you very much.
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