Speech of the Head of the Polish delegation to the Baltic Sea Action Summit in Helsinki 
Poland welcomes the initiative put forward by Finland to organise this meeting of Heads of Governments and States devoted to confirming and adding dynamics to measures for good ecological condition of the Baltic Sea. Poland perceives Finland as a country and a society that place particular emphasis on the environment with a view to preserving its natural qualities and sustainable economic growth. 
Due to Poland’s size, population, its density, and financial capacity, Poland is faced with dilemmas long solved by Scandinavian states. Failure to take these factors into account may result in unjust and unfair judgements and conclusions that we also hear of from those countries with which we are joined by Baltic dialogue and co-operation.
Although the territory of Poland comprises only 18% of the Baltic Sea basin, its population comprises over a half of all the basin’s inhabitants. Due to the great disparity between the population of Poland and the majority of other Baltic countries, comparing the volumes of pollution loads discharged into the Baltic Sea in absolute terms unfortunately produces a false picture. 

The Polish share in total load of phosphorus and nitrogen discharged to the Baltic Sea from Baltic countries is considerable, I can say that we rank at the top of the list, but Poland ranks 8th as concerns the load of phosphorus and nitrogen per capita and 3rd as concerns the load per 1 square kilometre of catchment area.
I am proud to say that the programme of municipal wastewater treatment and rationalisation of agricultural economy, that is unprecedented on a European scale, has already resulted in considerable progress in reducing loads discharged into the Baltic Sea. Between the years 2000 and 2006 alone, Poland managed to reduce loads of nitrogen by 50% and of phosphorus by 30% in relation to the provisions of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. The Plan was adopted on Polish soil, in Cracow, during HELCOM ministerial session in 2007. With great power comes great responsibility.
      The municipal wastewater treatment programme is to be completed in 2015, with total outlays of EUR 12.5 billion. Under the plan, 31,000 km of new sewage system were built along with a few hundred sewage treatment plants. The investment projects we are currently planning and implementing, as well as their scale and effects, will be fundamentally conducive to reducing nitrogen and phosphorus load.
 The extension and modernisation of the Warsaw-based sewage treatment plant can serve as a good example here. This is the largest such investment project worth EUR 650 million. It is planned that it would be completed in 2012. The sewage treatment plant will serve about 1.5 million people; it will provide high quality treatment in compliance with EU standards. 

Having the opportunity to address you, I would like to make a commitment. I declare that by 2015, Poland will do away with almost 100% of biodegradable pollution load and achieve at least a 75% reduction in nutrients in municipal waste throughout Poland. Achieving the aim will translate into building 30,000 km of sewage system, building 177 sewage treatment plants and modernising further 569 plants within the next five years, at the cost of EUR 8 billion.
 Poland will acquiesce in a proposal to implement the provisions of HELCOM Recommendation introducing restrictions on the use of polyphosphates in laundry detergents for consumers use to 0.5% P weight/weight by 2014. All of our commitments have been included in the National Action Plan for the Baltic Sea we have just prepared. We will present it during the next HELCOM ministerial session in Moscow in three months. 

We are aware that we must take further steps aimed at restoring good ecological condition of the Baltic Sea and we declare we will honestly co-operate with all countries in the region in the spirit of joint responsibility in the framework of the Helsinki Convention and the HELCOM Action Plan. We are convinced that today’s conference will bring us closer to attaining the goal which consists in comprehensive protection of the only common good we have.
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